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Represents clients in mediation and arbitration proceedings, settlement conferences,
and in discovery management 

Expertise in complex family law and civil disputes, including personal injury, insurance
defense, malpractice and employment matters

Serves as a court-appointed discovery master in family and civil cases 

Judge Casale represents clients in mediations, arbitrations, and settlement conferences, and serves as a court-

appointed discovery master in family and civil cases. He is qualified by the New Jersey Supreme Court as a R.1:40

mediator and is admitted to the rosters of Civil Mediators and Mediators for Economic Aspects of Family Law

Cases for Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex and

Union counties.

Judge Casale has extensive experience in the areas of family law, personal injury and insurance defense, which he

brings to bear in his representation of clients in complex family and civil disputes, including malpractice and

employment litigation matters. His practice also encompasses consultation and trial strategy in child custody,

relocation, child support and domestic violence matters. 

Judge Casale retired from the New Jersey Judiciary in 2016 following over 20 years of service as a Superior

Court Judge in Essex County, serving at the trial court level in the Criminal (1996 – 2008), Civil (2008 – 2011)

and Family (2011 – 2016) Divisions. During his long judicial career, he presided over a death penalty case,
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numerous gang and drug trials, negligence cases, medical and legal malpractice lawsuits, employment

discrimination matters, commercial litigations, product liability claims, and a wide range of family law cases. 

Prior to his service on the bench, Judge Casale represented clients as a litigator in private practice, representing

numerous New Jersey municipalities in personal injury defense matters and handling litigation matters for

insurance company clients.

Areas of Focus

Practice Areas

Family Law

Alimony

Child Custody

Child Support

Divorce

Domestic Violence

Equitable Distribution

Palimony

Post Judgment Modifications

Prenuptial Agreements

Relocation, Retirement, Cohabitation & Other Special Considerations

Litigation

Credentials

Bar Admissions

New Jersey, 1981

U.S. District Court, District of New Jersey, 1981

U.S. Court of Appeals, Third Circuit, 1981

Education

Seton Hall University School of Law, J.D., magna cum laude, 1981

University of Connecticut, B.A., cum laude, 1978

Affiliations

Memberships
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New Jersey State Bar Association: Family Law Section, Executive Committee; Cannabis and Psychedelics Law

Special Committee; Membership Committee

Essex County Bar Association

Barry Croland Family Law American Inn of Court

Brennan-Vanderbilt American Inn of Court

Committees

Essex County Security and Facilities Committee (past Chairman)

Essex County Judicial Pension and Salary Committee (past Member)

Other Activities

Township of Bloomfield Assistant Township Attorney (1991-1995)

Township of Bloomfield Councilman (1985-1990)

Insights & More

Announcements

The Hon. Michael R. Casale (Ret.) to be Honored With 2026 Serpentelli Award from the NJSBA Family Law

Section

3.03.26

Seminars & Events

The Fab Four and Lepis – Hot Tips for Navigating the Many Areas of Post-Judgment Family Law Practice

11.11.25

2025 Jeffrey P. Weinstein Family Law Institute

7.23.25

Boardwalk Seminar 2025: Matrimonial Law

4.30.25

2024 Jeffrey P. Weinstein Family Law Institute

9.23.24

2023 Jeffrey P. Weinstein Family Law Summer Institute

7.24.23

2022 Family Law Summer Institute

7.25.22

Hot Tips in Family Law: What I Wish I Knew When I Was Starting Out

11.10.21
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https://grsd.herrmanneasyedit.com/news-insights/the-hon-michael-r-casale-ret-to-be-honored-with-2026-serpentelli-award-from-the-njsba-family-law-section
https://grsd.herrmanneasyedit.com/news-insights/the-hon-michael-r-casale-ret-to-be-honored-with-2026-serpentelli-award-from-the-njsba-family-law-section
https://grsd.herrmanneasyedit.com/news-insights/the-fab-four-and-lepis--hot-tips-for-navigating-the-many-areas-of-post-judgment-family-law-practice
https://grsd.herrmanneasyedit.com/news-insights/2025-jeffrey-p-weinstein-family-law-institute-2
https://grsd.herrmanneasyedit.com/news-insights/boardwalk-seminar-2025-matrimonial-law
https://grsd.herrmanneasyedit.com/news-insights/2024-jeffrey-p-weinstein-family-law-institute
https://grsd.herrmanneasyedit.com/news-insights/2023-jeffrey-p-weinstein-family-law-summer-institute
https://grsd.herrmanneasyedit.com/news-insights/2022-family-law-summer-institute
https://grsd.herrmanneasyedit.com/news-insights/hot-tips-in-family-law-2021


Valuation, the Practice of Law, and the Business of Running a Law Firm in a Post-COVID Economy

9.29.21

2021 Family Law Summer Institute

7.26.21

2020 Family Law Summer Institute

7.20.20
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https://grsd.herrmanneasyedit.com/news-insights/running-law-firm-post-covid-economy
https://grsd.herrmanneasyedit.com/news-insights/2021-family-law-summer-institute
https://grsd.herrmanneasyedit.com/news-insights/2020-family-law-summer-institute

